Arthur is in a Difficult Situation        [1808

was signed on August 3oth, eight days after the Agreement for
Suspension of Hostilities, and was not even seen by Sir Arthur.

General Wellesley's position at this period was not an
enviable one and he was by no means satisfied with the way
things were going.

Whether he was satisfied or not, however, was of little
moment, for he was only under-dog now. He could have
been quite a happy and a useful under-dog, and would have
fetched and carried most willingly for his superiors had he
been allowed. There seems, however, to have been from
the start a lack of those friendly relations which had hitherto
existed between Arthur and his superior officers.

One must, at the same time, realize the difficulty of Sir Hew
Dalrymple's position. He arrived to take over the command
from an officer who was " perfectly adored by the troops " x
whom he had just led to victory. He must, too, have known
that Sir Arthur had the confidence of the Government, and
that Lord Casdereagh would much prefer to have continued
him in command.

Whatever Sir Hew's feelings were, they did not make for
harmony between himself and the younger general.

I will not conceal from you [wrote Arthur Vellesley to Lord Casde-
reagh] . . . that my situation in this army is a very delicate one. I
never saw Sir Hew Dalrymple till yesterday ; and it is not a very easy
task to advise any man on die first day one meets with him. He must
at least be prepared to receive advice. Then I have been successful
with the army, and they don't appear to me to like to go to anybody else
for orders or instructions upon any subject This is another awkward
circumstance which cannot end well ; and to tell you the truth, I should
prefer going home to staying here. However, if you wish me to

He was worrying, too, about having signed the armistice
without approving of all its terms ; though he had as yerri^i
the faintest notion of the hornet's nest that this action was
eventually to let loose upon him.
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